Variably acid-fast bacteria in a case of systemic sarcoidosis and hypodermitis sclerodermiformis.
The histologic finding of variably acid-fast coccoid forms in all the available biopsy material (skin, lymph nodes, and lung) from a case of coexisting scleroderma-like cutaneous disease (hypodermitis sclerodermiformis) and systemic sarcoidosis is reported. The morphologic size, shape, and staining characteristics of these microbes, along with the presence of the lung of 'large bodies', suggest that these microbes are cell wall deficient L forms of mycobacteria. Culture of the skin of the scleroderma-like lesion yielded Staphylococcus epidermidis, and the relationship of this isolate to the histologic findings of bacteria is discussed, as well as the possible pathogenic role played by L forms of mycobacteria in collagen disease and systemic sarcoidosis.